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This book covers much ground—chronologically, thematically, and
geographically. It is based on research and scholarship on topics
ranging from nineteenth-century French fashion to late-twentiethcentury Greek computer hackers. To be able to paint a broad
picture of how Europe was crafted from below, we have relied on
the expertise of a large number of scholars. Colleagues from an
array of countries and language areas have kindly shared their
knowledge with us. Some have read and commented on earlier
versions or the ensuing chapters; others have provided the authors
firsthand with papers and articles, presenting empirical material
previously unavailable in the languages in which the authors
themselves are fluent. Although the bibliography at the end of the
volume might imply an English bias, this does not mean that the
underlying scholarship focuses on the Anglo-Saxon world only. We
have sought out early career scholars from various parts of Europe
who have kindly provided translations and summaries of their
original research. In fact, we have brought together many scholars
from non-English based research communities through workshops,
special issues, and collections of essays that form the backbone of
Consumers, Tinkerers, Rebels. Furthermore, archivists, librarians, and
student assistants have provided material in various ways.
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on the entire manuscript, the following persons have read and criticized individual chapters: Gerard Alberts, Alexander Badenoch,
Liesbeth Bervoets, Eileen Boris, Carolien Bouw, Marija Drėmaitė,
Caroline van Dullemen, Martin Emanuel, Nicoletta Emmens, Rosa
Knorringa, Hester Lenstra, Jan-Hendrik Meyer, Thomas J. Misa,
Emanuela Scarpellini, Nathalie Scholz, Sonja Petersen, Milena
Veenis, and Frederike de Vlaming. The authors are extremely
grateful for their comments, as well for the invaluable and
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unflagging assistance that Lisa Friedman provided first and Phil
Scranton toward the end of the editing process.
At the early, conceptual stage, Heinz-Gerhard Haupt, Thomas J.
Misa, Kiran Patel, Pierre-Yves Saunier, and Frank Trentmann gave
us important hints in which direction to go and how to design
the manuscript. At later stages the authors of the other volumes
in the Making Europe series, as well as the participants at several
series workshops, contributed with immensely valuable comments
and criticism. Throughout the process the members of the ESFfinanced project “European Ways of Life in the American Century”
(EUWOL) inspired the authors in various ways, especially when
conceiving chapters 2, 4, and 5.
Of the archivists and librarians who assisted the authors,
special thanks go to Cristina Cuevas-Wolf (Wende Museum,
California), Monique de Hair (ANWB archives, The Hague) and
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Amsterdam). Equally important was the research assistance of
Ana Bara, Giel van Hooff, Slawomir Lotysz, João Machado, Faidra
Papanelopoulou, Marcela Rilovic, and Marie-Christin Wedel. And
of immense importance to the design of the book were the image
assistants Giel van Hooff, Slawomir Lotysz, Katherine Kay-Mouat,
and Jan Korsten as well as the research team of the Inventing
Europe, European Digital Museum for Science & Technology
http://www.inventingeurope.eu/.
We express special thanks to the co-editors of special journal
issues and edited books of direct importance to the volume:
• Liesbeth Bervoets and Mikael Hård, eds., “Coping with Modernity: European Ways of Housing in the American Century,”
Special Issue of Home Cultures 7, no. 2 (July 2010) [incl. case studies from Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, the Netherlands,
and Sweden]
• Adri A. de la Bruhèze and Ruth Oldenziel, eds., Special Section
on Global Cycling, Transfers 2, no. 2 (Summer 2012) [incl. case
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• Adri A. de la Bruhèze and Martin Emanuel, eds., “European
Bicycling: The Politics of Low and High Culture: Taming and
Framing Cycling in Twentieth-Century Europe,” Journal of
Transport History 33, no. 1 (June 2012) [incl. case studies from the
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In addition to these named individuals we would like to thank
the participants of innumerable workshops and conferences,
especially those that have been part of “Tensions of Europe,” an
international network of historians of technology. The most important conferences were organized in Sofia, Amsterdam, Lisbon,
and Copenhagen. In addition to several meetings and workshops
held within the framework of the EUWOL project, the following
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We also wish to express our gratitude to the organizations that
contributed financially to making this book possible: the European
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Finally, two persons deserve a special mention: Johan Schot—the

Acknowledgements

xxi

visionary without whom this book and indeed the whole Making
Europe series would never have come about—and Phil Scranton,
who never gave up encouraging the authors to continue with
their work. You seldom find more enthusiastic and inspiring series
editors.
Ruth Oldenziel and Mikael Hård
Amsterdam and Darmstadt, March 2013

